A study of financial resources devoted to research on health problems of developing countries.
The Commission on Health Research for Development is an independent, international commission composed of 12 leaders from the fields of health research, social science research and development policy. Chaired by John Evans, the other Commissioners are Gelia Castillo, vice-chair, F. H. Abed, Sune Bergstrom, Doris Calloway, Esmat Ezzat, Demissie Habte, Walter Kamba, Adetokumbo Lucas, Adolfo Martinez-Palomo, Saburo Okita and V. Ramalingaswami. The Commission began its work in November 1987, charged with analysing the strengths, weaknesses and gaps in current research on health problems of developing countries, and making proposals and promoting action for improvement. The Commission is sponsored by a variety of foundations, bilateral donor agencies, and international organizations. The Commission's report was published in the spring of 1990. As part of the work of the Commission Secretariat, we have undertaken a study of financial resources devoted to research on the health problems of developing countries. The study which began in May 1988 has three objectives: (i) To describe the current pattern of funding for research on the health problems of developing countries. (ii) To provide a baseline against which future trends and/or new programmes can be measured. (iii) To explore the possibility of an ongoing information system on research on health problems of developing countries.